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ABSTRACT 



This study presents a 5-year pattern of data for the 
Extended Opportunities Programs and Services (EOPS) program at Mendocino 
College, with particular focus upon the persistence and performance of the 
fall 1995 cohort of EOPS students. EOPS is intended to serve students with 
economic and/or educational challenges to achieve their highest potential, 
and to support their progress toward degree and certificate goals. The 
current requirements for participation in EOPS include California residency, 
at least 12 units of credit, qualification for the Pell Grant or AFDC (TANF) 
assistance, non-high school graduate or non-GED achievement, basic math and 
English deficiencies, low high school GPA, non-native English speaking family 
setting, or Hispanic or Native American ethnicity. Included are two tables 
presenting participation and financial information for Mendocino College EOPS 
between the 1991-92 and 1995-96 academic years . The demographics of the 
program indicate that an increasing number and proportion of minority 
students- -particularly Hispanics- -have been successfully recruited to 
Mendocino College because of the program's presence. EOPS students are by 
definition "high risk." These students are supported not only by direct 
financial assistance, but by a number of peer- and prof essionally- led 
programs and services available on campus, most notably the Learning Center, 
the Re-Entry Program, and the specifically focused ethnic student 
organizations and services of the college. (AS) 
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students initially served by EOPS in the Fall semesters of 1991 through 1995. 



Findings: 
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and 1997-98 in a more visual perspective. One anticipated outcome of EOPS at its inception under SB 164 (Alquist) was to encourage a greater participation in 
higher education among historically disadvantaged minority students. From the data it would appear that EOPS at Mendocino College has attended to the goal 
of minority recruitment with increasing success over the past five (5) years. 
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granted exceptions, including reducing the number of college units attempted. 



Tables 9 and 10 show persistence and performance data for the first-time cohort. Cumulative records indicate that the cohort attempted the equivalent of nearly 
four (4) semesters of full-time credit during their enrollment at Mendocino College, with a very modest difference between cumulative units attempted and 
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measured by cumulative units completed. Minority status, High School English level and CPT Reading score were found to be significant predictors of Degree- 
certificate attainment As the percentage of minority students in EOPS increased, the degree attainment among minority EOPS students decreased. Overall, 
about 18% of the degree/certificate completers were minority students, as compared with about 35% minority students in the EOPS cohort. 



Discussion: 

This study presents a five-year pattern of data for the EOPS program at Mendocino College, with particular focus upon the persistence and performance of the 
Fall, 1995 cohort of EOPS students. Over time, the Program has accounted for a substantial proportion of Full-time student enrollment at Mendocino College, 
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EOPS Students by Award Category: Mendocino College 
1991-92 through 1995-96 
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EOPS Funds/ Applications Processed: Mendocino College 
1991-92 through 1995-96 
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EOPS Students by Gender: Mendocino College 
1991-92 through 1995-96 
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EOPS Students by Race-Ethnicity: Mendocino College 
1991-92 through 1995-96 
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EOPS Students by Age Cluster: Mendocino College 
1991-92 through 1995-96 
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EOPS Students by Marital Status: Mendocino College 
1991-92 through 1995-96 
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EOPS Students by HS Grad Status: Mendocino College 
1991-92 through 1995-96 
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Income Range of Financial Aid Applicants 
1991-92 through 1995-96 
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Cumulative Units Attempted, Completed and GPA 
EOPS First Time Fall, 1991 to Fall, 1995 
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Degrees, Certificates Attained by EOPS Cohorts 
First time Fall, 1991 to Fall, 1995 
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